Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement

The Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement (EADRA) is between the Australian Government, state and territory governments, 10 livestock industries and AHA. EADRA aims to deliver a rapid and efficient response to an EAD outbreak.

The agreement is a world first, as it establishes basic operating principles and guidelines, and defines roles and responsibilities. EADRA includes provision for formal consultation and dispute resolution between government and industry on resource allocation, funding, training and risk management, and ongoing biosecurity arrangements.

The signatories to EADRA are committed to:

· minimising the risk of EAD incursions by developing and implementing biosecurity plans for their jurisdictions or industries

· maintaining an appropriate capacity to respond to an EAD by having available adequate numbers of trained personnel to fill roles specified in AUSVETPLAN

· participating in decision making relating to EAD responses, through representation on the Consultative Committee on Emergency Animal Diseases (CCEAD) and a National Management Group (NMG)

· sharing the eligible response costs of EAD incursions.

EADRA is regularly reviewed so that it remains relevant, flexible and functional. Each year, the parties meet to consider its interpretation and application, and to propose variations, where necessary. During 2007, a major review highlighted possible improvements, which are currently under consideration by signatories.
