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SOME KEY FACTSSOME KEY FACTS
• Established in 1924 – fear of animal panzootic in Europe - Rinderpest
• Intergovernmental organisation – not UN based
• Objectives: 

•ensure transparency in the global animal disease and zoonoses situation
•provide expertise/encourage solidarity in the control of animal diseases
•improve the legal framework and resources of Veterinary Services
•safeguard global trade by establishing international health standards
•provide a better guarantee of the safety of food of animal origin
•Promote animal welfare through a science based approach

• 175 Members as of 2009
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The type of surveillance applied depends on the desired outputs 
needed to support decision-making

- To provide data for use in risk analysis
(national level – international trade)

- To detect early rapid action

- To demonstrate the sanitary status

- To be transparent notification

Animal Disease Surveillance
Objectives



Criteria for listing a disease

INTERNATIONAL SPREAD?
•Has international spread been proven on 3  or more occasions? OR

•Are more than 3 countries with populations of susceptible animals  free of 
the disease or facing impending freedom (based on Code provisions, 
especially Appendix 3.8.1)? OR 

•Do OIE annual reports indicate that at least 3 countries with susceptible 
populations are reporting absence of the disease?

EMERGING?
(A newly recognised pathogen or 
known pathogen behaving differently) 

•Is there apparent zoonotic properties
or rapid spread?

INCLUDE

YES

SIGNIFICANT SPREAD IN NAIVE 
POPULATIONS?

•Does the disease exhibit significant mortality at
level of a country or zone? OR

•Does the disease exhibit significant morbidity at the 
level of a country or zone?

NO

EXCLUDE

NO YES

ZOONOTIC POTENTIAL?
• Has transmission to humans been proven? (with 
the exception of artificial circumstances) AND

• Is human infection associated with severe 
consequences? (death or prolonged illness)

NO

EXCLUDE

YES

INCLUDE



OIEOIE’’ss listlist of of diseasesdiseases

In 2009 : 93 diseases

26 multi species, 14 cattle, 
11 sheep/goat, 11 equine, 
7 swine, 14 avian, 2 lagomorph,
6 bee, 2 others

In 2009 : 27 diseases

9 fish, 7, molluscs, 
9 crustaceans, 2 amphibians



WHAT DOES NOTIFICATION MEAN?WHAT DOES NOTIFICATION MEAN?

Means the  procedure by which:
- the Veterinary Administration informs OIE Headquarters 

- OIE Headquarters informs Veterinary Administrations.

of the occurrence of a disease outbreak of or any other 
epidemiological event, 
- according to the provisions of the OIE’s Codes

Each 
Veterinary 
Administr.

OIE 
Headquarters

All Member
Countries 
Veterinary 

Administrations 



Immediate notification of disease, infection or unusual 
epidemiological events

Weekly reports: Follow-up to the immediate notification

Final report:

- if the outbreaks have ended (event closed)

- if the situation becomes endemic

Six-monthly report (qualitative + quantitative info)

Annual report

Notification procedures
Types of reports



Immediate notification

What needs immediate notification

- within 24 hours

1 - The first occurrence of a listed disease or 
infection in a country or zone/compartment

2 - The re-occurrence of a listed disease or infection
in a  country or zone/ compartment following a report 
declaring previous outbreak(s) eradicated

3 - The first occurrence of a new strain of a pathogen of a 
listed disease in a country or zone/compartment



Immediate notification

4 - A sudden and unexpected increase in morbidity or 
mortality caused by an existing listed disease

5 - Evidence of change in the epidemiology of a listed 
disease (e.g. host range, pathogenicity, strain of 
causative pathogen), in particular if there is a zoonotic
impact. 

6 - An emerging [non listed] disease with significant 
morbidity / mortality or zoonotic potential



The OIE’s World Animal Health Information System

OIE-Info 
distribution  
list : Alert
messages

World 
Animal 
Health
(publication)

Handistatus II
1996-2004

Member Countries’
National Animal Health
Information Systems

WAHIS
Immediate 
notifications & follow-
ups
Semestrial reports

Annual questionnaires

SAMBA
1996-2004

WAHID
Interface

WAHIDWAHIDWAHID



Exceptional epidemiological events: 
examples (2007-2008)
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OIE Monitoring System: examples
(2007)

Disease distribution

1 2-

Control measures

Routine vaccination: Brucella melitensis
Routine Vaccination: FMD

BT FMD



Annual report: Zoonosis in Humans



Active search of un-official information 
and rumours

Scientific publications, Promed, 
GPHIN, Copernic, news, 
lay publications…

published after verification and 
Member confirmation



The Joint FAO/OIE/WHO Global The Joint FAO/OIE/WHO Global 
Early Warning System and Early Warning System and 
Response for Major Animal Response for Major Animal 

Diseases and Diseases and ZoonosisZoonosis
(GLEWS)(GLEWS)





ConclusionConclusion

The quality of the information provided to the OIE

►reflects the degree of knowledge of the
animal health situation in the country

►is an important factor in the evaluation of Vet. 
Services

Disease control cannot be done properly without
accurate and reliable epidemiologic data

WHY NOTIFY ?WHY NOTIFY ? CREDIBILITY



World Organisation for Animal Health
Organisation Mondiale de la Santé Animale
Organizacion Mundial de Sanidad Animal

Have you subscribed to the OIE-Info distribution list?

If not, you can do it from: 
http://www.oie.int/eng/info/en_listserv.htm

Thank you for your attention
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