The Mexico-United States Commission for the Prevention of Foot and Mouth Disease and Other Exotic Animal Diseases 

The Mexico-United States Commission for the Prevention of Foot and Mouth Disease and Other Exotic Animal Diseases (formerly known as the Mexican American Commission for the Eradication of Foot and Mouth Disease) was formed in 1947. Its objective was to bring together U.S. and Mexican efforts to eradicate foot and mouth disease (FMD) from Mexico.  The Commission helped develop Mexico’s animal health infrastructure and successfully eradicated FMD from Mexico in 1954.

Since its creation the Commission has participated in 55 emergency operations, including viral hemorrhagic disease or rabbits in 1988-1993; livestock screwworm in 1992, 1997, 1999 and 2003; Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis in 1993 and 1996; highly pathogenic avian influenza in December 1994-June 1995; Newcastle disease in 2000, West Nile Virus and natural disasters in 1998, 2002 and 2005-2007.

The Commission is now an Administrative Unit of Mexico’s General Animal Health Department (DGSA) and is responsible for diagnosing, preventing, controlling and eradicating foreign animal diseases and other diseases of mandatory notification that affect national livestock production. 

The Commission is responsible for performing a number of activities, including (1) foreign animal disease surveillance, (2) responding to reports of suspicious cases, (3) developing training on emergency plans and programs, (4) promoting public information programs, and (5) preparing and updating Mexico’s emergency foreign animal disease response plans.
As a first line of defence to safeguarding U.S. animal resources against the introduction of pests and diseases, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) helps prevent, control, and eradicate agricultural health threats where they originate outside the USA. By helping other nations eradicate or control these outbreaks, USDA reduces the risk of agricultural pests and diseases reaching USA borders.  

The USDA has staff located in Mexico working with the Commission, working with Mexican veterinarians to provide disease surveillance, diagnostic testing, and training for Mexico to ensure that the country remains FMD-free. The U.S. initially covered about 80 percent of the costs for the joint program; however, as the Mexican government assumed greater responsibility for the program, the U.S. share has decreased to about 20 percent. The funding supports the Commission’s high-security laboratory in Mexico City by providing training, supplies, and equipment.

In addition, for over 30 years, the U.S. has held regular meetings on animal health issues with the governments of Canada and Mexico to harmonize North America’s import requirements and, more recently, to coordinate preventive actions and emergency response activities in the event of an FMD outbreak. For example, in 2000, the three countries held joint exercises—known as the Tripartite Exercise 2000—to test their FMD communication and response plans, and to assess their response systems.

As a result of this exercise, the three governments signed a memorandum of understanding to formally establish the North American Animal Health Committee. This committee represents animal health issues for the North American Free Trade Agreement and seeks to harmonize live animal and animal product import requirements for North America. The committee also plans emergency response activities and perform joint test exercises to ensure that all three countries remain prepared to respond to an FMD outbreak.
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